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ABILENE REFLECTOE!
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CARRISTON'S GIFT.

The Story of an Occult and Mys- |
tericus Power.

The Danger to Wiich Its Possessor Was |
Bubject, and How It Was Used to I

Discover the Lost—Evil Machi-
nations Thwarted. |

By Hugh Cuomway, Avtlor of “ Dark Days,”™
“Calied Back,"” ele. |

| nothing, 1 thought & deal.
| situat:on was all very well for & strongly

PART Il.—CoscLupan.

Carriston began to question me, but
Brand stonped him. **You promised I|
should make inquiries first,” he said. |
Then he turned to me

“Look here, R chard"'—when he calls
me Richard I know he is fearfully in
carnest—*1 believe yvou have ];:'n:.;}:l
us down on a fool’s errand: but let us
to some place where we can talk to-
grether for a fow minutes,

| led them acros: the road o the Rail-
way Inn. We entered a room, and hav- |
inee, for the sake of appenrances, or-
dered a litle light refreshment, told the
waiter to shut the from the out- |
side. Drand settled down with the air
of a amning counsel. I ex-
pected 1o see hum pull ont a1 New Testa-
meat and Pt saee odx 1
Richard,” he
further I want
reasons for thinkine
whom ) rravhed, is Carriston’s
man, as vouwcall him.” '
> 1 biv.
man. CUarriston gave me i

graph. ‘| Le likene: indispuiatle—
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leaving the & T-Joint out of the qgues-
tion.”

Here (Carriston looked at my
examiner U tlv. The meaning
of thot ook 1 ha never 1o this bour
undersoold. Butl l, becanse |
knew old Hrand had for made a |
mistake, and was oinz to be ealled to

unt for it Cami w; 1

as abxout
doctor waved him

g

Cross- |
E:L_f-'-;v':l:-.
LY
1 1
apuried
onee
Aecotnt ston
to speak, but the
aside.

“*Now, Richard, think very ecarefid-
ly. Youspeak of the missing Lnzer-|
joint. We doctors know how many
people persuade themselves into all
sorts of things Tell me, did von no-
tice the likeness before you saw the

finger's being mutilated bring the like-
ness to vonr mind " _
* Bless the man!™ Isaid; *‘one would |
think I bad no eyes. 1 tell you thereis
no doubt about this musn being the |
original of the photo,™
* Never mind—answer my question. ™
“Well, then, 1 am sshamwed to
fess it, but 1 put the phioto in my pock-
ot, and forzot all about it until 1 had
recognized the man, and vulled out the
likeness 1o mase sure. | didn’t even
know there was a printed deseription at
the foot, nor that anvy member was
wanting, Confound it. Brand! I'm not
such a dulfor as you think ™
Frand d'd retaliate.
to his friend gravely: “To
me the matter 35 inexplicable. Take
your own eourse, as 1 prom:sed \‘unl
should.” Then he sat down, lookng |
deliciously crest-fallen, and wearing the |
disecontenled expression always natural |
to him when worsted io argument. I
It Carriston’s turn. He |
plied me with many questions.  In fact, I
i gave him the whole history of my ad- |
venture. !
“What Kind of house is t?"" hLe|
askaed. . 1
|

¢on-

nol e turned

and

said,

Wils

INow

** Botter than a cottare—searcely a
farm-house. A place, 1 should think,
with a few miserable acres of bad land
Yelongingr to it. OUne of those wretehed
little boldings which are siuply curses
to the country.™

He miade leis of other T-1’3-:llil‘il‘-\. the
purport of which I could not then di-
vine. He seemed greatly impressed
when I told him that the . man had ney- |
er for a moment left me alone.  He shot :
a second glance of trivimaph at Brand, |
who <tiil ;s'r';.'l and looked as if
all the wind had been taken out of his ‘
satls

* How far is the place?” asked Carris-
ton. **Could you drive me there after
dark?" |

At this gnestion the doctor returned |
to life. ** What do you mean to do?”
he asked his friend.  ** Let us have no |
nonsense.  Even now 1 feel sure that|
Fenton is misled Ly some re- |
semblanee "

“Pence a bit, old chap,™ 1 said.

“*Well, whether not, we nemin't
do foolish things. We must go and
swear information, and get a search-
warrant, and the assistance of the po-
fiew. The trath Richard.”" le
tinued, turning to me, **we have reason
to believe, or 1 should say Carriston
persists in faneying, that 2 iriend of his |
has for some time been Kept in dorance
by the man whom you say you recog-
nized."”

*Likely ecnongh.,” I said “He
looked villain enough for anything up |
to murder.”’

*Anvyway,” said Brand,
do everything according to law.™

“Law! I want no law,” answered
Carriston. ** 1 have found her, as 1
knew I should find her. | shall simply
fetch ber, and at once. You can come
with me or stay here, as you like, doe-
tor; but I am afrald I must trouble vour
‘riend to drive me somewhere near the
place he speaks of.™’

Foresecing an adventure and great |
fun—moreover. not unmoved by
thonghts of reyenge—I pla-el myself
entirely at Carriston’s disposal. He
expressed his gratitude, and suggested |
that we should start at onee. In s few |
minutes we were ready. and mounted |
the dog-cart. Brand, after grumbling |
loudly at the whole proceeding, fin-
ished up by following us, and inst::lling,l
himself in the back seat Carriston |
placed a parcel he carried inside the |
cart, and away we went. |

It was now nmearly dark, and raining |
cats and dogs. I had my lamps lichted,
s0 we got along without much difienlty. |,
The rouds were deep with mud;*but by |
this time the smow had been preity
nearly washed away from everywhere. ’
I don’t make a mistake in a road twice, |
80 in due course we reached the scene
of my upset. Here I drew ilp. |

“The house lies about five hundredJ
yards up the lane,”” Itold Carriston;
“we bad better get out here.”

‘“What about the horse?”
Brand. -

*No chance of any one passing this
way on such a might as’ this, so let us
put out the lamps and tie him up some-
where."

We did so; then strugg

tdaamy?
a0,

CHZnc

or

i, On-

“we must

asked

ledl on afoot
until we saw the gleam of light which
had been so welcomed by me two nights
before.

It was just about as dark as pitch;

but, guided by the light, we went on
- umtil we stood in frout of the house,

L

A
UUUrs,

| new door-fastenines

| ..'r..n:_:ur test

| else useful, 1 drew
pocket 1 tried a nice length of half-inch |

| with a

| ceptacles
| did certainls

us from sight, although on such a night

we had little fear of our presence being
diseovered,
*W bhat do you mean to do now?"

asked Brand. in a discontented whisper. |

“You can’t break into the house.™
Carriston said nathine for a minute:
then 1 felt him place his hand on my

I shoulder.

“Are there any horses, any cows,
about the place?’” he asked.

Itold him I thought that my svrly

friend rejoiced in the possession of a
horse and a cow.

“Very well. Then we must wait
He'll come out to see to them before ho
goes to bed,” said Carriston. as decided-

1y as a Geperal giving orders just before |

a battle.
I couid not see how Brand expressed

his feelings upon hearing this order | humbly.

from our commander—1 know 1]
shruggzed my shoulders, and if I said
The present

intervsted party like Carriston, but he
could searcely expect others to relish
the prospeel of waiting, it might be for
under that comfortless hedge.
We were all wet to the skin, and al-
though I was extremely anxious to see
the end of the expedition, and find
poetical justice meted out to wy late
bost, Carriston’s Fabian tacties laeked
the excitement 1 longed for. Brand, in

{spee of his disupproval of the whole

course of a‘tion, was better off than I
was. Asa decior, he must have felt
sure that, provided Le could survive the
exposure, he would secure two fresh
pacients.  However, we made no pro-

| test, but waited for eveuts to develop

Lhelns¢ives.
Iv.
More than half an lhour went by. 1

| was growing numbed and tired, and |

bernning to think that we were

mak-
in# asses of ourselves, when 1 heard the
rattie of a chain, and felt Carrision «ive
my arm a warninge toucia. No doubt
my late host had made
were equnal to a
than that to wanich I had
subjected the former ones: so we were
Wi in not attemptling to carry his

Uy forse.

-

The door opened, and closed again, |

I saw the feeble gllmmer of a lautern
moving toward the out-house in which
my horse had stabied. 1 heard a

184G
slight rustling in the hedpge, and. sireteh-

Leen

i inz out my arm, found that Carriston
liad

left my side. Ia the absence of
any commund from him, I did not fol-

low, bat resumed the old occupation—

[ waiting.

In a few minutes the light of the

| lnntern reappeared; the bearer stood
mutilated finger, or did the fact of the | o0 the threshold of the house, while I [ she w

wondered what Carriston was doine.
Just the door was opened for the
boor's re-admittance, a dark fizure
sprang upon him! I heard a lierce oath
and ery of surprise; then the lantern
flew out of the mazn's hand, and he and
his assailant tombled struggling
throngh the narrow deorway!

“Hmrah! the door is won, anvway!”
I shouted, as, followed closely by the
doctor, I jumped over the hedge and
rusbed to the scene of the fray. ‘

Althongh Carriston’s well-conceived

ns

attack was so vigorous and unexpeeted

that the man went down under it; al-

| though our leaderutilized the advantaze

be had gained in a proper and laudable
manner, by bumping that thick bnllet

| head as violently as he could acainst

the flags on wheh it lay; I doubn if,
after all, he ecould have done his work
alone. The countryman was a muscu-
lar brute and Cairiston but a stripling.
However, our arrival speedily settled
the guestion.

“Bind him!" panted Carriston;
“There is cord in my pocket.” He ap-
peared to have come quite prepared for
continrencies While Carriston
embraced his prostrate foe, and Brand,
to facilitate matters, knelt on his shoul-

ders, sat on his head. or did somethine |

out from the lirst
line, and had the nmmense salisfsetion
of trussing up my scowling friend in a
mast workmaulike manver. He
have felt those turns on his wrists for
says afterwsnd. Yet when we were nt
last at liberiy to rise and leave him ly-
ing .‘;vl;;i--.-h'nu the aitchen floor, 1 con-
sider 1 exercised great self-denial innot
bestowine a few kicks upon him, as he
swore a2t us in his broadest vernacular
in 2 way which, under the ecircum-
stances, was no doabt 2 great comfort

‘ to him.

For some moments, while recovering

nis bresth, Carriston stood and posi- |

tively glared st his prostrate foe. At
last he Tound words.

** Where is she? Where-is the key,
vou hound? he thundered out, stoop-
ing over the fellow, aad shaking him
violence which did myv bheart
eood. As he received no answer save
tiwe mnrecordable expressions above-
mentioned, we unbotioned the wreteh's
pockeis, and searched those greasy re-
Amone the nsual litter we
find a key.
and shouting ** Made.
lue! Madeipe! I comel” rushed
of the rocm like & maniae, leaving
irand and me to keep guard over
prisoners,

L filled o pipe, lit it,
back to my fallen foe.

*1 say, old chap.” T said,
him cently with the toe of my
“ this will be a lesson ll_l}U“l.

snatehed st it

AL

boot,

- . . _— . -

inz. If you had given me Christian
bed accommodation instead of making
me wear out myv poor | on that

bones in

sl

fernal chair, vou counid have jozzed |

along in vour rascality quite comfort-
ably, so far a8 1 am conecarned.™

He was very uopgrateful-—so much so
that my desire to kick him was inten-
sified. 1T should not like to swear 1 did
not to a slight degree yield to the
temptation.

“Push a haodkerchief in
mouth,” eried Brand, suddenly.
lady is coming.”

With a right good will I did as the
doctor suggested.

Just then Carriston returned. I don't
want to raise home tempests, yet I
must say he was accompanied by the
most beautiful creature my eyes had
ever lighted upon. True, she was pale
as a lily—looked thin and delicate, and
her face bore traces of anxiety and =uf-

his
..A

fering, but for all that she was beauti- |

ful —too beantiful for this world, 1
thonght, as I looked at her. She was
clinging in a half-frightened. half-con-
fiding way to Carriston, and he—happy
fellow! —regardless of our presence,
was showering down Kkisses on her
sweet pale face. Confound it! 1 grow
quite rowantic as I recall ihe sight of
those lovers.

A mosi curious young man, that Car-
riston! He came to us, the lovely girl
on his arm. without showing a trace of
his recent excitement.

*Let us go now,” he said, as calmly
28 if he had been taking a quiet even-
ing drive. Then he turned to me.

“Do wvou think, Mr. Fenton, you
could without much trouble get the
dog-cart up to the house?"’

said 1 would try to do so.

“But what sbout these people?”’

asked Brand

sure that his |

still !

niust |

Carriston |

our |
and then came |

L |
stirrine |

Remems- |
i ber, I told you that eivility costs noth-

r

Carriston gave them a coniempinous
glance. *“lLeave tiem alone,”’ v sa.d.
*“They
' Him I can not touch.

“Yes, yes.
suspicions while youn can?”

Just like Brand!
ing to verify everything.

In searching for the kevy we had
found some papers on our prisoner
! Brand exsmined them, and handed :o
Carriston an envelope which eontained
what locked like bank-notes.
| Carriston glanced at it  *The hand-
| writing is, of course, disguised,”” be
said. carelessly, “but the postmark
shows whence it came. It i3 as I al-
ways told you. You agree with me
| now?"’
|  *] am afraid T must," sald Brand,
“But we must do something

about this man,”" he continued.
Hereupon Carriston turned to our
| prisoner. “Listen, you villain,”" bhe
{eaid. I will let you go s ot-free if
| you breathe no word of this to your
emyplover for the next fortnight. If Le
learns from you what has hapyened be-

Let us ra.”

fore that time, 1 swear you shall go to |

penal  servitude. Which do
choose?"

I pulled out the gag. and it
less to say which tue fellow ehose.

Then I went off, and recovered the
horse and cart. I relichte! the lamuys,
and with some d“rit“.lll_‘-‘ oot the dowr-
cart up to the house. Carriston must
have exactly anticipated the evenis of
the night. The parcel he had broushs
with bim contained a bounet and a
thick, warm eloth cioak: his beautiful
| friend was equipped with tiese
| leaving the womnn o
tie her husband as
pleasure, away we startod
sitiing by me; ( arriston and
behind.

We just manaced
train from (
to what form nouiries mirl
| MOTTOW, i thoueht 1t betier
town with my friends, so, a8 we passed
through Midcombe, 1 stoipped, paid myz
bill and gave instruetions jor my ‘ug
| rare to be forwarded to me. By six
o ¢leck the next morning we were al
in London.
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i DE. BRAND IN CONCLUSION.

| When I asked Diek Fenton to relate
| his experiences I did not mean him to

do so at such length.  Bul thems, us he
[ hus written it, and as writing is not a
| labor of love with him, le: it zo.

When Madel pe Howan found the

| bed, by the side of which sie had |

| thrown herself in an eestasy of prief,
| untenanted, she knew in a moment that
ras the vietim of a deep-laid plot.
| Being ignorant of Carriston’s true posi-

tion in the world., she could conce.ve
| no resson for the elaborate scheme
which had Iwen devised to lure her so
many miles from her home, and make
a prisoner of her.

A prsoner she was. Not only was
the door locked upon her, but a slip of
| paper lay on the bed! It bore thess
words: “*No harm is meant vou, and in
due time yon will be released.  Ask no
questions, make no foolish attempls at
escape, and you wiill be well treated.”
| Upon reading the girl's first
( thonght was one of thankfulness. She
{ saw at once that the reported accident

this

| to her lover was but an inveution. The |

Carriston was
_,\H\f
couid

probabilities were that
| alive, and in his usual health.
| that she felt certain of this, she
| bear anything.
Frem the day on which
thut room
Lher, Madoline was, to all intents and

cotersd

1
o P

purposes. &s cloge a prisoner in that |

lonely house on the hill-side a, sho
{ might have been in the deepest dung-on
tin the warld Threats, entreatinsg,
promises of bribes, nothin .
: She was pot unkindiy treated —that s,
| suffered no absolute 1l usage. bBooks,
materials for needle work and “r
little aids to while away time were sap-
pled. But the oniy liing
she saw were the woman ol .
who aitended to her wan's, and, on one
ar {wo occasions, the man whom Car-
riston uasserted he bad seen in hisgiranee.
i She had suffered frem the close contine-
| ment, but bad always telt certain that
| sooner or later her lover wonld find her,
and effeet her deliverance. Now that
| she knew he was alive, could

| be unhappy.

availed

T
Oz

creatuivs

' | 1 ¢
L Hotise

1 - .
Sus U

at the earliest possible moment, and
left England homediately afier the eore-
mony.

Mr. Ralph Carriston.  With it I sent a
few lines staling where and under what
peculiar circumstances we Lhad become
possessed of it. 1 never received any
reply 1o my commanication, so, wiul
and improbable as il seems, 1 am bonnd
to believe that Charles Carriston’s sur-
mise was rizht—that Madeline wis de-
coyed away and concealed, not f.om
any il will toward herself, but with a
view to the possible baneful effeet which
her mysterious disappearance  micht
; work upon Ler lover's strang» and ex-
citable organization; and I Grmly be-
lieve that had be not in some inexplica-
| ble way been 1it'mi_\‘ convineed that she
was alive and faithinl to him, the plat
would have beea a thorouch success,
and Charles Carriston would have spent
the rest of his days in g2 asvium.

Both Sir Charies
title shortly afier his marriage
| Lady Carriston are now dead, or

shonld not have ventured toreiate thesa
| things concerning them. Thaey had
twelve years of happlness. If measuved
{ by time, the period was but ashort one;
{ but 1 feel sure that in it they enjoved
| more true happiness than many others
find in the course of a proiract d life. In
word, thonght and deed they were as
one. She died in Home of fever; and
{ her husband, without, so far as 1 know,
| any partienlar complaint, simply fol-
lowed her

- and

| : 4 s
cersst friendship, and Sir Charles

me sole trustee and guardian to his three
sons; so there are now plenty of lives

between Ralph Carriston aud his desire. |

I am pleased to say that the boys, whe
{ are as dear to me as my own children,
| as yet show no evidence of possessing
| any gifts beyond Nature.
| 1 know that my having made this
| story public will cause two sets of ob-
jectors to fall equally fonl of me—the
matter-cf-fact prosaic man who will say
that the abduction and snbsejuen: im-
| prisonment of Madeline Rowan was an
! absurd impossibility, and the scientific
man, like myself, who can not, dare
not, believe that Charles Carriston, from
either memory or imagination, could
draw a face and describe peculiarities
by which a certain man couid be iden-
tified. I am far from saying there may
not be a simple, natural explanation of
the puzzie, but L for one, have failed to
find it, so close this tale as I began it
by saying I am a narrator, and nothing
more.

[THE END.]

—It matters not how selfish a man
may be, there is scmething in him
which telis him the selfishoess he sees
in others is contemptible.—Ezchange.

are but the touls of another, |
But why not verify your |

He's always want- |

Then |

and |

to that on which we rescued |

Carriston and Madeline were married

A week alter their departure, |
by Carriston's request, 1 forward.d tue |
| envelope found upon our prisoner to |

he suceeeded to his |

il

I was aiways honored with their sin- |
left |

ITY BAKERY.

T. S. BARTOH, Prep'r,

Respectfully invites the eitizens of Abl-
lene 1o his Bakery, at the old Keller
stand, en Third street, where he has
tonstantly a supply of the best
| FRESH BREAD,

| CAKES,
'CANDIES,

r PIES,
I OYSTERS, &e.
| to be found in the cify. Special orders

|Tor amything in my line premptly ate
tended to on shert notice.

Despeetfully,

_ T.S. BaRTed.
KEW PAINT SHOP

Over Como & Lazure’s New Shep.

l
|
|
1
l
|

COOKIES,

The undersigned s now prepared to do al
kinds

Carriags, Sign & Window Shads

Painting In first class style. None but
! the best VPaints and Varnishes used.

E
|
LONG & WILSOX. )
|
|
|

| W. P. SEEDS,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

ABILEN, EANSAS,

STAMBAUGH, HURD & DEWEY, I

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

ABILITNIE, EANESBAS.

I E. Boxgsnage, ’res. | Tueo. Mosner.Cash '

 FIRST NATIONAL BANK,

OF ABTLENE. ,
| Capital, $75,000. Surplus, $15,000, ’

ABILENE BAN
3. M. FISHER, J, £ BERBST,
E. A. BERGS 1, Cashler.

C H LEBEULD,
| Trepri gors

|
Onr individusd lHabdilily is not limited, ass the
| case with stockholders of incorporated banks

' LEBOLD, FISHER & (0., Bankers.
THOMAS KIRBY,

Banker,

ABILERE, KANSAS,
TRANSACTS A

GEHERAL BAHKING BUSINESS

Gives Especial Atfention {o Colleetions

Bays and Scils Foreign and De-
mestic Exchange.

| - . |
Negotiates Morigage Loans

t=~ All business promptly attendel to. [1y

M. L. POTTER,

General Ructionagr,

WOOEBIAL P, 0., KARSAS,

i

INVESTMENT

Will ery s=nles of all kinds at reasonable
rates, Satizlaction guaraateed or no pay.

¢. W. LIGGETT,

AUCTIONEER.

il

All snles promptly atiended to and satisfeas
fon guarantced. Post-ofiice address,
AL OIWIz, HANSAS,

F. B. WILSON. W. W. WILSON. |
|

F. B. WILS3H & SCH, |

nieal Estafe Agents

FOR THE COUNTIES OF '
|

Diekinson, Rassell, Linegln, Oftawa
and Morris.

LAXDS FRON $4 T0 $10 PER ACRE. |

Also Insurance Agents

For tihe Best Companies.

GO TO THE

REFLECTOR OFFICE

—FOR—

Letter Meads, Envelopes, Bill Heads,
Matements, Cards, Wedding In-
vitations, Pamphlels,

Saie Dils, Ete.

FIRST - CLASS WORK,

—ANI—

| Prices as Low as the Lowest

|
CO TO THE

Western Home Nursery

4% Miles North of ]

| and sometimesloss to horrowers,
by

INVESTHENT

- ABILENE

|

COMPANY,

Kmsas Farm Martoage (o

ABILENE, KANSAS,

Is now located in its new office, corner Secoend and Third
Streets and Buckeye Avemme, and with greater facilities
than ever, is prepared to transect businoss in its line to
the entire sstfsfaoﬂon of its patroms. It is prepared to

1
NEGOTIATE ~LOANS

And has unlimited resources. Good secarity is all that is
required to secure money at rates which are advantageous
in all respeets.

[nsrance Written and Abstracts Compiled

ON SHORT NOTICE.

Incorporated Lanps soLo on commission.

SEPTEMBER 30, 1885.

Gash Capital, $50.000.

J.E. BONEBRAKE, President.
NATHAN BLEVIAS, Viee-President.
THEO. HOSHER, Sec’y & Treas.

DIRECTORS:

A large list of desirable farms for sale. Also raw lands.
Some bargains are offered. You can purchase a farm
through them oun very favorable terms.

'W. G. COLES, President.

G. W. CARPENTER, Seeretary

BARGAINS |

BARGAINS.

If you want to buy a

J. S. DRAKE,
M. C. ORTON,

J. E. BONEBRAKE,

good pair of Boots or
Shoes,now is the time.

NATHAN BLEVINS,
THEO. MOSHER.

I
I

Being aware of the annoyance,

|
|
|

having to wait weeks and
sometimes months for money, we
have organized a company with
suflicient cash capital to enable
us to cash morigages as soon as
the papers are executed, and as |
we pass upon all loans here in-
stead of having to send them |
East to be approved, we can com- |
plete a loan and pay over the|
money in less than half the time
usunally taken.

{ PER CENT.
MONEY |

A SPECIALTY.

GIVE US A CALL.

ABILENE

" IF YOU ARE GOING TO BUIL

Limber, Shingles, Lath Doors, B

I. G MGINERNEY

Never offered such great

bargains before.

-
= == e = e i ——

—CALL ON—

MILLER & THOMAS,

Corner Third and Buckeye, for

T UNMBEIR,

SHINGLES, LATHS,

DOORS, BLINDS, SASHES,
MOULDINGS, FENCE POSTS.

Best Lime, Hair, Plaster and Gement.

——

F. L. PARKER.

—

I —

i. S. HALLAM.

ThE FARMERY LUMBER £

(SUCCESSORS T0 M. NICOLAY)

ABILENE, KANSAS.

DEALERS IN

MOULDING, LIME, PLASTER,

HUR, CEMEST, BUILDING BRICK, ©04L, BTG




